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Mangroves for the Future
INVESTING IN COASTAL ECOSYSTEMS





For immediate release:

Mangroves for the Future (MFF) invests in coastal ecosystems for people and nature 

MFF Regional Forum 21-24 April, Sri Lanka
Background: With high-level support, IUCN and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) initiated Mangroves for the Future (MFF) to promote long-term investment in coastal ecosystems. It has grown to include other UN agencies such as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), as well as international organizations such as CARE and Wetlands International. MFF builds on a process of detailed consultations, post tsunami lessons learned, identified priorities and livelihood needs. The MFF was launched by former US president Bill Clinton in Phuket December, 2006. 
What is it about?

MFF is a regional initiative that focuses on India, Indonesia, Maldives, Seychelles, Sri Lanka and Thailand. It recognizes coastal ecosystems as rich assets vital for human society that must be restored, protected and invested in. How does it differ from other coastal ecosystem projects and programmes? MFF adopts a new approach by promoting partnerships to stimulate investment, to move from reactive responses to proactive activities. These activities include raising awareness and capacity for secured livelihoods, disaster preparedness and resilience building, as well as climate change adaptation measures. MFF addresses four key areas; regional cooperation, national government support, private sector engagement and community action.
Why is it needed?

Coastal ecosystems provide vital goods and services that underpin commerce and human well-being. They are also our best allies in the face of climate change, for mitigation and adaptation. Today, many coastal ecosystems are under severe threat. High population growth compounded by coastal immigration is increasing pressure on coastal ecosystems and the demand for their products. More than half of the coral reefs in SE Asia are at risk, 20 % are already damaged beyond repair, and mangrove loss is exceeding 60% in some places. Climate change will further exacerbate these threats. The stakes are high and the issues are complex and urgent. MFF calls for action by all stakeholders to work together towards a common goal, to ensure healthy and productive coastal ecosystems.
When and Where?
This important Review Forum, hosted by the Ministry of Environment will take place 21-24 April, 2008, at the Heritance Hotel, Ahungalla, Sri Lanka. The Forum is a four day event bringing together MFF partners, focal points, country representatives and international and regional technical expertise to review progress in detail for each MFF programme of work. The National Strategy and Action Plan for Sri Lanka will also be presented and discussed. The MFF Secretariat invites journalists and reporters to attend this meeting. Visits to Ramsar and World Heritage sites in Sri Lanka have also been organized as a part of the Forum to show case some of Sri Lanka’s great conservation efforts.
Materials for the Media:

All related press materials are available for download at: http://www.mangrovesforthefuture.org/ 

For more information on IUCN Sri Lanka please visit: http://www.iucn.org/srilanka 

Spokespeople:

- Ms Aban Marker Kabraji, Asia Regional Director, IUCN –International Union for Conservation of Nature

- Ms Marcia Kran, Head of Policy and Programmes & Officer in Charge, UNDP Regional Centre in Bangkok


- Mr M A R D Jayatillaka, Secretary, Ministry of Environment & Natural Resources

- Mr G Piyasena, Secretary, Ministry of Fisheries & Aquatic Resources
Media team:

- Kumudeni Ekaratna, Senior Programme Officer, Coastal Resources Management Group, IUCN Sri Lanka, Tel: +9411 2687301 ext. 206, e-mail: kum@iucnsl.org 
- Minna Epps, Communications Officer, IUCN Asia Regional Office,.Tel: +66-2-662 4029 ext. 108; Mobile: +66-8-70823331; e-mail: minna@iucnt.org.

About MFF

Mangroves for the Future (MFF), is a unique partner-led initiative to promote investment in coastal ecosystem which builds on a history of coastal management interventions before and after the 2004 tsunami, as well as extensive consultations with over 200 individuals and 160 institutions involved in coastal zone management. It focuses on the countries worst-affected by the tsunami; India, Indonesia, Maldives, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, and Thailand, as well as dialogue countries in the region that face similar issues. MFF uses mangroves as a flagship ecosystem but is inclusive of all coastal ecosystems.

MFF provides a collaborative platform among the many different agencies, sectors and countries who are addressing challenges to coastal ecosystem and livelihood issues, to work towards a common goal. Through generating knowledge, empowering institutions and individuals to promote good governance in coastal ecosystem management MFF seeks to achieve demonstrable results in influencing regional cooperation, national programme support, private sector engagement and community action. 
www.mangrovesforthefuture.org 
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